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HIGGLE  S v APE  U R B A N D I STRICT 
A N N UAL  REPO  R T 
FOR  THE  YEAR 


19  6 2 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
and 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Dr.  II. S.  Bury,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H^ 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


T.  Wilson,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  19S2 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BIGGLESWADE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  for  the  Urban  District  of  Biggleswade  for  1962. 

The  vital  statistics  this  year  show  a death  rate  below  the  national 
average:  r birth  rate  very  much  lower;  an  infant  mortality  rate  on  the  high 

side  bet  ••  '•".j  stillbirth  rate.  These  are  perfectly  satisfactory  figures,  although 
it  must  be-  admitted  that  in  health  surrounding  such  as  those  in  Biggleswade  one 
would  have  expected  an  infant  mortality  rate  lower  than  this. 

Of  the  17  males  and  10  females  who  died  under  the  age  of  65,  the 
commonest  cause  of  death  was  coronary  disease  of  the  heart. 

There  'sea  no  serious  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Good  progress  v/as  made  with  housing  during  the  year  both  by  the 
Council  and  by  private  enterprise.  Te  are  now  having  to  care  for  an  ever- 
increasing  number  of  very  old  people  in  the  community  and  it  is  desirable  from 
every  point  of  view  that  these  people  should  be  able  to  maintain  an  independent 
existence  rather  than  having  to  enter  an  institution.  Their  special  needs  have 
been  the  subject  of  a great  deal  of  study  in  recent  years  and  the  time  has  come 
to  consider  the  provision  of  specially  constructed  labour  saving  dwellings  in 
addition  to  the  bungalows  already  built  for  old  persons  in  this  town. 

During  the  year  there  were  increasing  complaints  of  fumes  coning  from 
a scrapyard  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town  where  the  molting  of  waste 
metals  was  being  undertaken  on  an  increasing  scale.  After  investigation  the 
District  Alkali  Inspector  was  called  in  and  it  was  decided  that  this  was  a 
registerable  process.  Means  of  controlling  the  emission  of  fumes  are  now  being 
considered  by  the  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
the  staff  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year  and  especially  Mr.  T.  Wilson  who 
was  responsible  for  most  of  the  work  contained  in  this  report. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
II.  S.  BURY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28923881 
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1 ° STATISTICS  of  the  area 

Area  in  acres . ...  ... 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  home 
population  mid-year  1962  . , . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


4,  G47 

0,460 
1 , 2770 
£109,291 
£435 


2 • SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Biggleswade  is  primarily  a market  town  and  is  the  centre 
of  a rich  agricultural  and  horticultural  area.  Today  however, 
the  town  also  has  an  increasing  amount  of  light  engineering  and 
other  industry.  There  is  therefore,  plenty  of  employment  for 
all  types  of  labour. 

The  only  social  problem  is  the  housing  shortage. 
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3.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


J V A_  ij}.  i 


Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

60 

55 

1 1 leg!  t j r?.ate 

4 

1 

Tot  a?. 

72 

56 

r\  •do 

el.vlh  rate  per  1,000  Home  population 

• n • • 

o • * 

Adjvv, 

a i.-irth  rate  per  1000  home  populati 

on  o « a • 

• 0 • 

Dirix. 

v;,i.o  for  England  and  Vales  ... 

STILL  BIRTHS 

••••••• 

Males 

• • • 

Females 

Legitimate 

- 

2 

Illegitimate 

Total 

- 

2 

Still 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  . 

• • • • o 

Still 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Deaths 

in  the  district 

63 

55 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  Home 

population  

Area  Comparability  Factor  

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  Home 

population 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  disease  and  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  childbirth  


Total 

123 

5 

120 

15.1 

14.5 

10.0 

Total 

2 

2 

15.4 

10.1 

Total 

no 

13.9 
0.75 

10.5 

11.9 

Nil. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legi cimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  1 

2 

3 

Rate  of  all  infants  per  lsOQO  live  births  , . „ c . 

.'-'I  - : r i^-.o  Wales  

AN  Rate  (deaths  under  4 v/eeks  per 

l-OlO  live  births  

Havly  Neonatal  Mortality,  Rate  (deaths  under 

1 week  per  1,000  live  bit-ths)  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths)  


23.4 

21.4 


15.6 


STATISTICAL  TABLE  1952  - 1962 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  19C2 


p 

Under  13 

IS  - S5 

Over 

• 

CAUSES 

_.,aarB. 

i 

65 

TOTAL  j 

1 M.  F« 

M.  F. 

1 M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

_ 

- - 

~ 

- - 1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

_ _ 

- ..  » 

j 

! 3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- - 

— — 

i 4.  Dipl  h\-.  i 

rv  ’*77 * S v * r ■ . .»  h 

I I 

r “ j 

• . %•:  rocv.rl  in  feet 'ions 

_ 

- - | 

1 :•  . .......  ■ : ; i fcis 

- 

- 

- . 

: 2.  . rs  j 

- 

! 

- 

9,  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

""  1 

1 

- - 1 

1 - 

1C.  Malignant  nf-.oj.lasm  stomach 

11.  Mc.lignant  neoplasm  lungs  Bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasijji 

15.  Leukaemia,  alcukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
10.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  8s  diarrhoea 
20„  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
33t  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  £13  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

35.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


0 

9 


1 

9 

15 

7. 


2 

4 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11 

7 

1 


Causes  of  deaths  in  infancj 


Congenital  abnormality  2 
Pneumonia  1 
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general  provision  of  health  and  medical  services  in  the  area 

PROVIDED  3Y  THE  NORTH  WEST  METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  SC/. HD 
GENERAL  FOEPITVLg 

Doc.ford  CAvdeira.1  Hospital,  South  Y/ing,  Kemps  ton  Road,  Bedford. 
Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Yling,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 
North  Herts  h South  Beds  Hospital,  Hitchin,  Herts. 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  Herts. 

GER'  ,YT 1 1 0 KOC.-’J T.v .3 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Clopd'Oiii  Ho-pital,  Near  Bedford. 

vv  1 .. r . • Hospital,  Potton  Road,  Biggleswade. 

>:■  ;::c-i;al  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 
Ltj  :er  H-epital,  Hitchin,  Herts. 

IMY1CTI  0 eo*  D I ■ i FASH: 

Sp-tflesea  Isolation  Hospital,  Luton. 

FnYCHIATRlC 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey. 

3Y7ALLY  SUB-NORMAL 

Bromham  Hospital,  Near  Bedford. 

TIE  ST  CL  I.  NTC  (For  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 
£:£R\L  07 J505 E CLINIC 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Y/ing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford. 
HINATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 

Biggleswade  (The  Lav/ns)  Tuesdays  11.15  a.m.  to  11.45  a.m. 
FIYSIOTHERAPHY  CLINIC 

Biggleswade  (The  Lav/ns)  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons) 
j-CTERIOLGGICAL  LABORATORY 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 
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PROVIDED  BY  THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


: .SERVICE 

The  Service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  has 
;xrl  .. / verily  met  the  needs  of  the  area.  It  covers  the  full  twenty-  four 
hours  and  is  free  of  charge. 

• addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting  case  car 
traj-go:  t is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other 

to  and  from  Hospitals  and  Clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary  for 
tlv:  purpose  of  receiving  medical  treatment. 

. t in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance  must 
lx  • a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  authorised  person.  This  should 

|-  ; tv  3 nearest  depot „ 

-vervice  now  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals  of 
buffering  from  infectious  disease. 

. : .allowing  depots  are  situated  in  the  eastern  and  northern  districts 

cf  '..u-  »ir;unty:- 

Bigglesv/ade  ...  Chestnut  Avenue  .....  Tel:  Biggleswade  2295 
Bedford Bedford  Road,  Kempston  Tel:  5335  and  5336 

DC!  -VNlx/ViRY  NURSING  AND  I.IID.TIFERY  SERVICE 

Tlv  s Service  is  administered  by  the  North  Eastern  Divisional  Health 
Ccr.ur.j ' • eo  The  Nurses  employed  are  ... 

Miss  M.P.  Stafford,  30  Mead  End,  Biggleswade. 

Tel:  Biggleswade  3266. 

Miss  P.  Briggs,  41  Oak  Crescent,  Biggleswade. 

Tel:  2332 


Heal.-  • ^ xL iting  Service . 

Miss  D.A.  Hipkiss,  Cottage  Road,  Sandy.  Tel:  Sandy  146 
Kona  .te.p  Service 

l x.  yoniser  : Mrs.  V.  Van  Berckaler,  3,  St.  Peters  St.  Bedford. 

Tel:  Bedford  2207 


Infan t^ V/ elfare  Centre 

The  Lawns,  Health  Centre,  The  Baulk,  Biggleswade  ...  every  Tuesday 

afternoon  2-4  p.m. 


Dental  Clinic  for  mothers  and 


The  Lav/ns,  Health  Centre,  The  Baulk,  Biggleswade  - Four  mornings  a week 
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BANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


vhe  Water  undertakers  for  the  district  are  now  the  Mid-Beds  Water  Board 
which  has  taken  over  all  the  installations  of  the  former  Biggleswade  Water 
; o<:  . The  source  and  treatment  of  the  water  remains  unaltered. 


Chemical  Examination  in  parts  per  Million 


...nav.ce  - Bright  with  very  few  particles, 


0*1 '.M 

• • - •!  • t r 

Rea-  pH 

i,  p. ion  Dioxide 
Conductivity 

Solids  dried  at  ICO  deg.C 
■T.  - present  as  Chloride 

a. .y  as  Calcium  Carbonate 
Hai’vno  >«  : Total 

Carbonate 

Non-Carbonate 

h r ;<  Nitrogen  . . . 

Xx.iicc  'itrogen  ... 

AP'-oriacal  Nitrogen  g ... 

.A  . tu-ninoid  Nitrogen  £ ... 

’•  Iron  ... 

- Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  and  Manganese 
Oxyu ..  u sorbed  . . . 

.tcwL JUui  Chlorine  ... 

Fluoride  ... 

A To  convert  to  Ammonia  multiply  by  1.21 


Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  - 

1 day  at  37  dogs.  C.  ... 

2 days  at  37  degs . C . ... 

3 days  at  20  degs . C . ... 


Nil 

Nil 

Less  than  3 
7.1 
33 
5Q0 
305 
21 
255 
310 
255 
55 
0.0 

less  than  0.01 
0.025 
0.000 
ABSENT 
ABSENT 
0.00 
ABSENT 

less  than  0.1 


0 per  ml . 
0 per  ml . 
0 per  ml . 


Present 

Absent 

Probable 

in 

from 

Number 

Pr^  urmptive  Col i form  reaction 

-ml 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml 

Bact,  eoli  (Type  1) 

-ml 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml 

Cl.  v'tchii  reaction 

-ml 

100  ml. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness 
and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive 
It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  indicate  a water  which,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical 
analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent . 

Periodic  samples  of  the  water  taken  from  taps  in  the  district  are 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  all  have  proved  satisfactory. 
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With  the  exception  of  a few  cottages  on  the  Langford  Road  and 
some  outlying  cottages,  the  whole  of  the  area  has  a water  carriage  system. 
The  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  working  to  capacity.  The  length  of 
new  sewers  laid  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
report.  The  cesspools  of  the  outlying  un-sewered  properties  are  emptied 
by  arrangement . 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


The  present  works  were  built  in  1910,  and  with  the  continuing 
expansion  of  the  town  and  the  addition  of  industrial  effluent  such  as 
that  coming  from  the  Brewery,  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  have 
recommended  the  construction  of  a now  sewage  disposal  works  on  a new 
site.  Plans  for  this  have  now  reached  an  advanced  stage. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Notificai 


Under 

1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-15 

Over 

15 

Total 

Jaundice 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Measles 

- 

2 

5 

5 

2 

14 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

- 

3 

(Non  Pulmonary) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

No  case  was  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital 


■ 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


the 

The  following  ta 
number  of  deaths 

bj.e  shows  the  nurabe. 
over  that  period 0 

r of  case 

s notif 

led  since 

1947 

and 

New  C 

ases 

Dea  chs 

Pulmonary  • 

Non 

-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

RI 

tr 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F Total 

1947 

3 

— 

— 

4 

X 

- 

1 

2 

1948 

2 

5 

1 

2 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1949 

4 

i 

1 

- 

6 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

195C 

5 

5 

1 

2 

13 

1 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

1951 

3 

2 

- 

- 

5 

2 

- 

1 

~ 

3 

1952 

3 

- 

- 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

1953 

6 

4 

- 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

» 1954 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1955 

2 

3 

- 

1 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1956 

T 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1957 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1958 

1 

4 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

3 

3 

- 

• 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1960 

9 

2 

- 

- 

11 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1961 

- 

± 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1962 

1 

JL 

2 

1 

- 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Unit  now  visits  Biggleswade  regularly  to  provide  a 
service  for  local  medical  practitioners.  It  is  stationed  at  "The  Lawns  every 
Tuesday  morning,  between  11,15  a.m.  and  11.45  a.m. 


PLTNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


It  is  now  possible  to  protect  persons  against  an  increasing  number  of 
infections  by  the  use  of  vaccines  and  toxoids.  The  Bedfordshire  County  Council 
is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  this  service  which  is  given  direct  at  clinics 
or  through  the  General  Medical  Practitioners.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus, 
Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis  are  the  diseases  dealt  v/ith. 

The  tables  presented  below  are  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and 
indicate  the  work  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
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Doses  given: 


Diphtheria 


Primary  injections 
Re-inforcing  injections 


20 

90 


Pi phther i a/Whooring  Congh/Te t anu s 


Primary  injections 


155 


Smallpox  vacci nation 


Primary  vaccination 
Re-vaccination 


516 

243 


The  figures  for  vaccination  against  Smallpox  are 
abnormally  high  this  being  due  entirely  to  the 
introduction  of  Smallpox  into  parts  of  the  country 
which  caused  some  alarm.  This  reminded  us  very 
forcibly  of  the  continuing  need  for  protection 
against  this  disease. 


' * "is  vaccination 


During  the  year  the  following  inoculations  were 
carried  out  in  the  north  Eastern  part  of  the  County 


Primary  course 
Re-inforcing  doses 


4122 

2321 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 


No.  vaccinated 


1760 


- in  - 


" 


( 


. 
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REPORT  OF  SURVEYOR  AMD  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Y 'AR  ENDED  31  st  DECSN 


Building  Plans: 


The  following  building  plans  were  a proved  by  the  Covmoii  and  work 
inspected  and  drains  tested  during  course  of  construction 


Overhead  Cables 
Dwellings 

/Iterations,  Additions,  Conversions 
Garages,  Greenhouses 
Caravans 
Change  of  Use* 

Advertisenent  Signs 

Electricity  Sub  Stations 

Offices 

Factories 

Shops 

Warehouses 
Church  and  House 
Access 


1 

14 

2S 

31 

1 

5 

4 

1 

3 

9 

9 

3 

1 

1 

112 


GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


TABLE  1 


The  following  inspections  were  made  and  nuisances  abated  or 
defects  remedied  by  informal  action. 


General  Nuisances  and  Visits 

161 

Rodent  Control 

46 

Rousing 

230 

Council  Houses 

724 

Factories 

50 

Farms 

6 

Petrol  Licencing 

7 

Food  Premises 

123 

Enterovirus  Survey 

56 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 

9 

Drainage 

111 

Smoke  Observations 

3 

Water  Samples 

11 

Unsound  Food 

26 

Infectious  Diseases 

5 

Caravans 

50 

Cinemas 

1 

Forty- six  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  2 

rodent  Control 

and  treatment  undertaken  a.s  required,  and  one  test  bating  of  sewers  was  carried  out. 

TABLE  2 . 

FOOD  PREMISES 

No. 

Visits . 

1.  Shops 

• 

a)  Bakehouses 

5 

5 

b)  Confectioners 

10 

13 

c)  Butchers 

7 

9 

d)  Grocers 

16 

22 

e)  Green  Grocers 

3 

2 

f)  General  Stores 

11 

ii 

g)  Fish  Shops 

7 

3 

1 
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Ho,  Visits. 

2,  Market  Stalls  (Pood)  S 12 

3.  Catering  Establishments. 


a)  Cafes  & Restaurants 

5 

4 

b)  Canteens  (Industrial) 

3 

3 

c)  " (School) 

A 

0 

d)  Hotels 

2 

o 

CJ 

e)  Club  Premises. 

3 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

20 

3 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  etc  in  the  area  is  102. 

TABLE  3,  HEAT  AITD  OTHER  FOOD  gCIJHD  TO  3B  UNFIT  FOB  IIUIiAH 

CONSUMPTION  /FID  COUPE'  ;ISD . ’ 

The  following  foods  v/ere  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  v/ere  surrendered  voluntarilyj- 


Food 


Condition 


lbs.  ozs. 

Cooked  Kam 

29 

10 

Decompo  s i t ion . 

It  It 

23 

9 

Would  and  Decomposition 

Corned  Beef 

8 

0 

ditto 

Sausages 

10 

0 

Putrefaction 

Whelks 

04 

0 

Decomposition 

Cockles 

110 

0 

Contamination  by  Dye. 

TABLE  4. 

REPAIRS,  ILIPROVEI TENTS  ETC  TO 

FOOD  PREi IISES. 

Premises  Redecorated 

10 

Ceiling  Lined 

4 

Floor  Coverings  Provided 

1 

Alterations  (Structural) 

3 

Hot  Hater  upplied 

5 

Washbasins  & Sinks  Provided 

5 

Counter  Covers  Provided 

2 

Other  Works  Done 

S 

TABLE  5. 

HOUSING 

STATISTICS . 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellinr 


(1) (a)  Humber  of  dwellinr;  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  32 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  2C0 

(2)  (a.)  Humber  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  23 
(b)  Humber  (excluding  those  in  sub- para  2(a)  above)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ® 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices 

Humber  of  defective  dv/ellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers. 


2 


. 


. • . 


. 

. . 


. . 

. 

' 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 


A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  16,  or  42  Housing  i,.ct  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs s 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices „ 

(a)  By  Owners. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners, 

3.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied* 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners* 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ox  owners. 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  13  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 


(1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses 
orders  v/ere  made* 

in  respect 

of 

which  demolition 

21 

(2) 

Number  of  dwell inghouses 
demolition  orders. 

demolished 

in 

pursuance  of 

22 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  ct  1957 

(1)  Humber  of  separate  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  • 

(2)  Humber  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. 

Factories  and  Workshops  : 

The  following  factories  and  workshops  are  registered:— 


Brewers  ...  ...  1 

Killers  ...  ...  3 
Kotor  & Cycle  Eng,  , * , ...  13 
General  Engineers.  ...  ...  0 
Joiners  ...  2 
F lumbers  ...  .*•  5 
Printers  ...  •••  2 
Tailors  ...  •••  1 
Boot  iiepairers  ...  • • « 2 
Laundry  ...  ...  1 
Lingerie  manufacturers  ...  ...  1 
Bookbinding  ...  ...  1 
Iliscellaneous  ...  . 15 
Furniture  manufacturing  ...  ...  1 


3 


' 


. 


FACT.: ill. 3S  ACT,  1C 37 


1 • Inspections  : 


I 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : 


Particulars 


'ant  of  cleanliness 
C ver crowding 
Unreasonable 
temperature. 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors. 

Sanitary  Conv. 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

c.  Mot  separate 
for  sexes. 

Other  offences 
gainst  the  Act 
(not  incl.  off- 
ences relating  to 
Outv/ork. ) 


Humber  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


| Found 


ienedied 


To  K.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 


a 


Humber  of  cases 
in  which  prosec- 
utions were 
instituted. 


J _L. 


4 


' 


. 


■ 
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House  Scavenging: 

Refuse  is  collected  iron  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  district  by 
direct  labour  and  from  the  remaining  one-third  by  Contract . This  method,  which  was 
rdopted  to  improve  the  frequency  of  collection  in  a 'rowing  district,  has  been  in 
operation  for  10  months  and  has  given  satisfactory  results*  k regular  weekly 
collection  is  maintained.  *.n  10  cu.yd,  Dennis  "r-x:it  ' refuse  collection  vehicle 
is  operated  by  the  Council,  supplemented  as  may  be  required  at  holiday  periods, 
by  a 10  cu. yd.  Harrier  vehicle;  and  a 12  cu.yd.  side  loader  vehicle  is  used  by 
the  Contractor  for  this  purpose.  Defuse  disposal  is  effected  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  and  one  tip  within  the  area  of  the  district  is  provided  by  the  Council  to 
which  all  refuse  is  taken. 

Taste  paper  is  not  collected  but  a limited  cnount  of  salvage  of  scrap 
metal  and  rags  etc  has  been  continued  and  is  undertaken  during  the  course  of 
normal  refuse  collection.  k bonus  scheme  is  in  operation  for  this  work.  The 
collections  during  the  year  were  as  follows :- 


Tons  „ 

Cwts^ 

rs . 

Lbs . 

Scrap  Iron 

.. 

15 

3 

.. 

nixed  Aluminium 

- 

3 

1 

10 

3rass,  copper  and  lead 

2 

2 

1 

Rags  and  Tool  ) 

1 

9 

1 

15 

Bagging  ) 

Sewerage  : 

70  lin.yds,  of  9"  and  201  lin.yds  of  4"  foul  sewers  and  212  lin.yds 
of  surface  water  sewers  were  laid  to  complete  the  Council's  housing  estates 
development  at  Mead  End  and  Dells  Lane. 

The  preparation  by  Consulting  Engineers  of  a scheme  for  the  construction 
of  new  sewage  disposal  works  has  now  reached  an  advanced  stare. 

/ater  Supply: 

The  v/ater  undertaking  was  amalgamated  and  taken  over  by  the  newly 
constituted  Mid-Deds.  ‘/ater  Doc.rd  on  1st  April  1232,  The  Council  continued  to 
administer  the  undertaking  on  behalf  of  the  Doard  until  SCth  September  19Q2 
vhen  the  transfer  was  completed  and  the  Doard  became  fully  responsible. 


Lengths  of  17C  lin.yds.  of  2"  and  111  yds  of  4"c.I.  ./ater  Main  v/ere  laid 
to  complete  a private  housing  estate  at  Holme  Court. 

Housing  : 

k Contrrct  for  the  erection  of  4G  houses  and  bungalows  was  completed 
in  the  c-arly  part  of  the  year  and  the  construction  of  two  further  schemes  comprising 
E houses  continued.  55  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 


GC  private  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  in  1962. 


T . Y.TL30IT  M • I . i iun . u % , l.I » \ .a. 

Tublic  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Stratton  House, 

The  Baulk, 

Biggleswade. 
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